Holloman  AFB,  New  Mexico 


Astro  (STARS/?LAN2TS) 


Disappeared  behind  clouds 


5.  LcNCTH  OF  OaScRVATiON  111.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


4 minutes 


6.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 


Observer  sighted  an  object  that  v;as  v;hite  with  a greenish 
tinge.  It  was  shaped  like  a fuzzy  star.  The  object  appeared 
in  the  E^st.  It  was  stationary.  The  observer  was  Dr  Menzel 
of  Harvard,  He  believed  it  to  be  seme  sort  of  sstrcnaTacal 
phenomena. 


DMCLASSIFr^ 


I wear  glaasea,  bifocals,  I turned  and  shifted  my  head  to  make 
sure  that  the  phenomenon  was  real*  I lowered  the  window  another  turn  or 
twD»  The  patches  remained.  X was  still  unaware  that  the  phenomenon  was 
exeeptlonal  until  the  southern  object  suddenly  disappeared*  I then  asked 
the  drirer  to  stop  the  car,  but  the  northern  object  vanished  at  that 
moment*  The  northern  one  had  been  slightly  brighter*  At  masdinum 
brillianoe  the  patches  must  have  been  of  zero  to  first  stellar  magnitude. 
The  color  was  white  possibly  with  a greenish  tinge.  They  endured  for 
about  4 minutes,  dui^g  which  time  the  car,  travelling  at  $0  miles  per 
hour,  covered  at  least  3 miles.  During  that  period,  I am  sure  that  the 
direction  of  the  object  did  not  change  by  more  than  I would  prefer 
to  eay  that  the  change  was  not  more  than  1^*  TUth  a base  line  of  3 miles, 
this  latter  figure  indicates  that  the  objects  were  at  least  180  miles  away, 
that  their  separation  in  space  was  at  least  9 miles  and  that  the  diameter 
Was  about  3/4  & mile* 


There  is  a bare  possibility  that  the  patches  were  clouds,  but 
the  behavious  was  unusual,  to  say  the  least.  The  whole  phenomenon  is 
puzzling.  It  may  have  some  simple  explanation,  but  there  seems  to  be 
no  completely  satisfactory  theory  available.  1 report  the  event  for 
fut\ire  records* 


Harvard  Observatory 
Cambridge  3C,  Uass* 
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1,  Date  of  Observation  12  May  19li9 


Date  of  Interview 


2.  Exact  Tiine  (local) 


0915-0930 


3*  Place  of  Observation  HoUcoon  AF  23080 


I4,  Position  of  observer 


Qround  In  auto 


5*  VDiat  attracted  attention  to  object  Whila  mitching  moon 


6.  Number  of  objects 
7»  Apparent  size 
0.  Color  of  object 


2 


Dla*  of  moon  estlmato  3A 
inhlto  with  greenish  tlngo 


9.  Shape 
10.  Altitude 


like  Puazy  star 

above  Iforlzon 


11.  Direction  from  observer  Qaat 


XEX)  mllos  avay 


13.  Direction  of  flight  of  objoct(s) 


l4«  Time  in  sight 

15*  Speed 

l6.  Sound  and  odor 


4 minutes 


V .V 
• 
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I 
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17.  Trail 
IS.  Luminosity 
19.  Projections 


0 1st  Stellar  Ua^tuda 


20.  Maneuvers 


21.  Manner  of  disappearance 

22.  Effect  on  Clouds 

23.  Additional  information  concoming  object 


2h»  Weather  Conditions 


Full  moon  sky  bric^ 


(oyor) 
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HOLLOUAN  AIR  FORCS  BASS 
ALAilOGORDO,  N£F/  MEXICO 


REPORT  OF  AN  UNUSUAL  (?)  NATURAL  (?)  PHKNOME3ION 
TOt  NHOU  XT  MAT  C<»ICERN 


mu/jox 


16  Uaj  1949 


On  the  night  of  May  12,  1949#  while  enrotite  frcm  Holloman 
Air  Force  Base  to  Alamogordo,  New  Mexico,  in  a two-door  sedan,  I noted 
an  atmospherlo  or  celestial  (?)  phenomenon  that  I have  been  unable  to 
explain*  I am  still  not  entirely  convinced  that  what  I saw  may  not  have 
been  an  optical  illusion  of  an  unusual  character* 

Shortly  after  leaving  Holloman  Base,  I looked  out  toward  the 
Sacramento  Range,  to  the  East*  The  time  was  about  9^30,  possibly  as  early 
as  9<15«  I vss  watching  the  moon  rise*  At  the  moment,  the  moon  had  an 
altitude  of  peiiiaps  15°  16^  above  the  top  of  the  Sacramento  iddge*  The 

moon  was  nearly  full  and  the  sky  was  bright*  I was  interested,  therefore, 
to  see  a bright  star,  pexiiaps  6^  - So  East  from  the  moon*  I wondorod  what 
the  star  was*  Vilien  the  sky  is  so  bright  that  the  fainter  stars  do  not  show, 
I find  it  hard  to  locate  the  constellations*  The  star  had  a faint  reddish 
color* 

As  I watched  for  a minute  or  two,  I became  conscious  of  another 
star  considerably  nearer  the  horizon*  The  star  bad  a fuzzy  appearance. 
Caused,  I thought,  by  low-level  atmospheric  haze*  As  I watched  I noted, 
within  half  a minute,  a second  star  about  three  degrees  to  the  South  of 
the  first*  I think  the  Northernmost  star  appeared  first,  but  am  not 
oosyjletely  sure* 

first  impression  was  that  the  stars  were  Castor  and  Pollux, 
of  Geadnl*  Both  increased  in  briflitness  rather  slowly,  which  was  not  sur- 
prising for  a pair  of  stars  rising*  I watched  for  perhaps  another  ndnute 
and  suddenly  became  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  stars  couldnH  have  been 
Castor  and  Pollux,  because  Gemini  is  in  the  best  rather  than  the  East* 
Furthermore,  the  size  of  the  fuzzy  images  bothered  me*  They  were,  as  far 
as  I could  tell,  very  nearly  identical  in  diameter,  which  T/as  about  one- 
fourth  the  diameter  of  the  full  moon*  The  followi^  picture,  drawn  from 
memory  about  12  hours  later,  depicts  the  approximate  circumstances: 


The  fuzzy  stars  were  three  or  four  degrees  above  the  horizon  as  defined  by 
the  mountain  range* 
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Koto  and  address  of  obsorvor* 


Ino  idcnt 


5» 


Obeorvataocy# 

QOp  U088« 


Occupation  and  hobbiost 


Comments  of  Interrogator  rolativo  to  intolligonco  and  character  of  observor(s)i 


lIARRATlVii:  SU?.aiARYs 


UNCI-ASS\F'ED 


HOLLCLfMi  Mli  TZ.iCZ 
AL4av1c:(DO  9 K ISSLIGO 


mn/jo\ 


16  Hay  1%9 


nsfXJTTT  or  AN  utnj.>CAL  (?)  luxuitvt  (?) 

Toi  rmn  rr  cosc^^sn 


On  the  ni;:ht  of  i^ooL12*JLS49»  ^hiXo  enrotito  frm  fk^Uounn 
Air  Foreo  Hnsa  to  AXa.rooorc;o»  : oxlco»  in  a tfro-door  codan,  X noted 
an  atinoophorio  or  celestial  (V)  iMfsnoxxiTnn  tfiat  I hive  boon  unable  bo 
explain*  1 an  etill  not  onblroliy  convimaed  that  what  I aaxf  nay  nob  have 
been  an  optical  llluaion  of  an  tuiuouil  character* 

Sliortly  after  ItnvirvT  lioUonnn  Haso,  I loo:<ed  out  toward  the 
Saer&oonto  to  the  >ist*  Vl.e  time  wan  about  9*30#  pooeibly  no  early 

as  9*15o  I van  mtchin/;  the  rjocn  rise*  At  the  nonert#  the  noon  had  an 
altitude  of  ijerhaps  iy>  - 1C®  nl>ovo  the  top  of  the  i*acrar.onto  riclr,e»  Xhe 
laoon  wao  nearly  full  and  the  s^y  wnto  brl,:ht*  J was  intorostert,  thorafrre^ 
to  see  a trlr^it  star,  pertzape  6®  - 0®  ^ast  from  the  r.x>on,  1 wondored  vnat 
the  fftar  was*  wlien  the  s>y  la  oo  brl^t  that  the  fainter  stars  do  not  ahowy 
I find  it  (lard  to  locate  the  conctoUabions*  The  star  he4  a faint  reddish 
color# 


As  X Watched  for  a cdLnubo  or  two#  I becooo  oonBcious  of  another 
star  considerably  noaror  the  horS.yon*  The  star  had  a fuaay  appearance, 
caused,  1 thou<:iit,  by  low->levul  nt."i08pherio  haxo*  Ae  I ratchod  I nctod, 
within  half  a minute,  a second  star  about  three  depywoa  to  tho  Couth  of 
the  first*  I think  the  horthom^ot  star  appeared  first,  bub  am  not 
eoeqpletely  sure# 


Hy  first  impression  was  that  the  stars  rare  Castor  and  i oUux, 
of  Owidni*  Both  incrcised  in  bri,:’'.tn«ss  rather  slowly,  wi'.ioh  was  not  our- 
prising  for  a pair  of  stars  rlola-^.*  I watched  for  perhaps  another  cdnute 
and  Buddonly  lec.oao  conccicus  of  tho  feet  that  the  st^ro  couldnH  have  beon 
Castor  and  iollux,  because  Coolni  is  in  tt>e  « o*b  rat!;or  than  the  >\st* 
Furthorscro,  the  size  of  tho  fursy  loanee  bothered  c»*  Tl«y  »»r«,  .os  fnr 
as  I could  toll,  vary  nearly  identical  In  diameter,  Wilch  was  about  cn>- 
fourth  tho  dlo^^eter  of  tlio  full  r:con*  Tl»e  followliv^  jrdctuiM,  drawn  ircra 
MQCxy  about  IZ  liours  later,  do/ lets  the  approxLaate  circutstanees  t 

a M 


The  fbzsy  stars  wore  throe  or  four  dej^os  above  the  horizon  as  dofinod  by 
the  Dcsuntoln  ran-:## 
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X ««ar  blfocal0«  I tumod  nnd  shiTted  ay  h«id  to  mairo 

miro  that  iho  plionocwnon  was  ronX*  1 lowored  iha  window  anothor  tiim  of 
two*  Tho  patchAS  rwviinod*  1 wns  still  unaware  that  the  phisnotsonon  mo 
•xooptional  until  ths  couthem  objoct  suddenly  dLsappearod*  1 than  askod 
the  ctrlrer  to  stop  the  car^  \Ait  tho  northom  obj'^ct  waniBhod  at  that 
moment*  The  northern  one  )iad  boon  allKhtljr  brii;^tor*  Kt  maxiiTun 
brllUanee  the  patchee  mot  havo  boon  of  xero  to  first  otollar  onrTdtude* 
The  color  waa  w^iito  possibly  with  a creeni&h  ilrie'^a*  They  endured  for 
about  4 ralnuteo,  durlnr*  which  the  car^  travclllru;  at  50  ."1103  per 
hour*  covered  nt  lonst  3 :dJLoa*  i.-uring  tliat  foriod*  X am  euro  ttiat 
direction  of  the  object  did  not  clinnge  by  noro  than  2^*  I would  prefer 
to  Bay  that  the  change  ivas  not  rcyo  tt^t&n  1^*  With  a base  line  of  3 loilos* 
thie  latter  fistire  indicates  thut  the  objects  were  at  least  ISO  tilles  wniy, 
that  thoir  oeparation  in  space  woo  at  least  9 riLles  and  ttiat  the  di.'usoter 
Was  about  3/4  * mile* 


There  ie  a bare  poesibility  that  the  patches  were  clouds*  but 
the  befiavloue  was  unusual*  to  c*^y  ttu)  least*  The  whole  plienomenon  la 
puzalin^*  It  my  have  cocso  si  pie  arplanation*  but  thors  soems  to  be 
no  C05p.pletely  satisfactory  theory  available*  1 report  the  event  for 
future  records* 


Memrd  Cbeervatof7 
CaiAridge  3d*  i<aso* 
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